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not, made but a slight impression on him; it occupied his curio-
sity and his imagination for a moment: but Jarno's speech had
cut him to the heart; he was deeply hurt by it: and now, in his
way homewards, he broke out into reproaches against himself,
that he should for a single instant have mistaken or forgotten the
unfeeling coldness of Jarno, which looked out from his very eyes,
and spoke in all his gestures. " No!" exclaimed he, " thou con-
ceivest, dead-hearted worldling, that thou canst be a friend ? All
that thou hast power to offer me is not worth the sentiment which
binds me to these forlorn beings. How fortunate, that I have dis-
covered in time what I had to expect from thee!"
Mignon came to meet him as he entered; he clasped her in
his arms, exclaiming: " Nothing, nothing shall part us, thou good
little creature ! The seeming prudence of the world shall never
cause me to forsake thee, or forget what I owe thee."
The child, whose warm caresses he had been accustomed to
avoid, rejoiced with all her heart at this unlooked-for show of ten-
derness, and clung so fast to him, that he had some difficulty to
get loose from her.
Prom this period, he kept a stricter eye on Jarno's conduct:
many parts of it he did not think quite praiseworthy; nay several
things came out, which totally displeased him.    He had strong
suspicions, for example, that the verses on the Baron, which the
poor Pedant had so dearly paid for, were composed by Jarno.
And as the latter, in Wilhelm's presence, had made sport of the
adventure, our friend thought here was certainly a symptom of a
most corrupted heart; for what could be more depraved than to
treat a guiltless person, whose griefs oneself had occasioned, with
jeering and mockery, instead of trying to satisfy or to indemnify
him ?   In this matter, Wilhelm would himself willingly Hav
brought about reparation; and ere long a very curious accid?
led him, to obtain some traces of the persons concerned in '
nocturnal outrage.
Hitherto his friends had contrived to keep him unacqr'
with the fact, that some of the young officers were in the '
passing whole nights, in merriment and jollity, with cert$'
and actresses, in the lower hall of the old Castle.   One
having risen early according to his custom, he happer
this chamber, and found the gallant gentlemen jus^
performing rather a singular operation.    They ha^?
of water with a quantity of chalk, and were plasj
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